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Greetings! Here’s what your fellow-workers were up to this quarter:

Equipping Preachers, Pastors and Leaders
First, we were equipping communicators of the Word towards
preaching excellence. The ARETE Program (from the Greek word
for ‘excellence’) is an intensive coaching program for preachers,
held by Eagles Proclamation & Persuasion Institute (EPPI)
from September 2015 and comprising six workshops and a
preaching conference.
We’re two-thirds of the way through for the pioneer batch—and
preparing for the EPPI Conference on July 22-23, 2016. As D L Moody
said, “The best way to revive a church is to build a fire in the pulpit.”
Our 17 ARETE participants hail from Singapore, Kuala Lumpur
and Shanghai. They are taught by a dedicated team that
includes professors of preaching, senior pastors, evangelists,
a rhetorician and a motivational speaker. All of them have seen
incredible improvement in their preaching, their confidence and
their ability to powerfully connect with their audiences.

“From the workshops, I have learned specific improvements to be
incorporated in my sermon preparation and preaching. I have also
gained a much deeper understanding about narrative preaching.”
—Justin Ang, Singapore
“The value of this course is that I can learn from other participants
as well, and I have seen very creative styles of preaching.”
—Fenella Tang, Singapore
“I appreciate the Eagles way of gathering like-minded people
coming together to learn and spur each other to excellence for
the glory of our Lord. I have learned the need to spend more time
preparing for the delivery, not just sermon content.”
—Kenneth Koh, Singapore
“The ARETE Program offers a good balance of theory and practice.”
—James Tan, Singapore
“I have been inspired to learn about evangelistic preaching,
and enlightened about the importance of the non-verbal cues in
speaking to an audience.”
—Ee Joo Lian, Malaysia
“Thank you for teaching us about preaching the Psalms. I hope
to develop sermons from this Old Testament book.”
—Lanny Ruan, China

This first quarter also saw the training and development of
emerging leaders and pastors; three cohorts of the
Emerging Leader Development Program (ELDP) attended
their respective four-day retreats. Another three retreats will
be held in the second half of 2016.

“ELDP has changed my mindset from becoming a stand-alone
leader to a leadership team member. I love the curriculum and
it has helped me grow in heart, soul and mind. I am inspired to
lead and to mentor others as well.”
—Dave Sarabia, Philippines

“This course is truly an eye opener when we can hear the
hands-on experience of both speakers and other participants.
We are also able to make connections, exchange ideas and
explore future partnership with each other in the cohort.”
—Sukhdev Singh, Malaysia

“The teaching, workshops, activities and visits at each ELDP
session are wonderful. But the best thing about the program is
the people—meeting a diverse group from all over the continent
and finding unity in Christ.”
—Edric Sng, Singapore

“I would like to endorse ELDP as the premier training program in
leadership. The faculty members speak with utmost authenticity,
the participants are purpose-driven and the program has a
clearly developed framework.”
—Jason Lee, Australia

“There are two factors that make ELDP different from other
programs. The speakers share their own experiences with new
leaders, in a spirit of love, care, and hope; and participants are
invited to the program as they share the same mission to serve
the Lord.”
—Jirawan Santiwatana, Thailand

The NEX Conference in Penang
On March 10-12, Eagles partnered with business and church
leaders in Penang to organize the first ever leadership
conference there. The NEX 2016 Penang Conference was
initiated by Chief Minister Mr Lim Guan Eng. (‘NEX’ stands for
Nurture, Engage, eXchange.)
More than 370 participants from the business sector,
civic organizations and NGOs came to hear speakers form
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and England in six plenary
sessions, nine workshops and two leadership dialogs.
Participants were full of praise for the speakers and their content:

“This is an amazing conference. I have learned a lot.”
“The speakers were well-versed in their subjects, and all of them
were authentic in sharing their failures and struggles as well.”
“The different workshops were practical and thoughtprovoking. Challenging topics were addressed without skirting
the issues.”
A second NEX Conference is being planned for 2018.

MINISTERING IN JAPAN
In April, Peter Chao returned to Japan to teach an intensive
course in an Assembly of God Bible school in Sendai, which
trains pastors and church workers in northern Japan.
Peter gave talks on leadership development, and met with a
group of missionaries working in northern Japan—helping them
through adaptive leadership approaches and encouraging local
pastors as foreigners in an adopted culture.

(He was following up on an earlier visit, in which he spoke to
young people at a vibrant service in Osaka. The youths were
energized in their high-octane worship and in their responsive
attention to God’s Word, and their youth pastor is currently
attending the ELDP.)

Closing Words

Thank you for your generous support
through prayer, encouragement, financial
help and action. You’re helping a new
generation preach and teach God’s Word,
and show themselves to be models of
good works—so that their teaching and
lives show “integrity, dignity, and sound
speech that cannot be condemned”
(Titus 2:7-8, ESV).

