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Psalm 2 (NIVUK)

1 Why do the nations conspire
and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth rise up
and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed, saying,

3 ‘Let us break their chains
and throw off their shackles.’

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
the Lord scoffs at them.

5 He rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,

6 ‘I have installed my king
on Zion, my holy mountain.’
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7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:

He said to me, ‘You are my son;
today I have become your father.

8 Ask me,
and I will make the nations your inheritance,
the ends of the earth your possession.

9 You will break them with a rod of iron;
you will dash them to pieces like pottery.’

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with fear
and celebrate his rule with trembling.

12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry
and your way will lead to your destruction,

for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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Overview of Psalm 2
• Psalm 2 has 12 verses – 4 sections of three verses each.
• In this Psalm we have in each section a reference to:

1) the KING (singular);
2) the King (singular);
3) the kings (plural).

• Notice that the Psalm has a  chiastic structure: ABBA.
• A chiasm is a literary device that presents a series of ideas and 

then repeats them in reverse order.
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Section Reference to: Comments

(1) vv. 1-3 the kings The kings gather against the KING and his King A

(2) vv. 4-6 the KING The One enthroned in heaven laughs; … B

(3) vv. 7-9 the King He said to me, “You are my Son; ….” B

(4) vv. 10-12 the kings Therefore, you kings, be wise; … A



The Context of Psalm 2, a Coronation Psalm
• Some scholars see Psalm 2 mainly as a psalm which is used in the 

coronation of a Davidic king.
• In this view, vs. 7 is a pronouncement of God’s adoption of the 

king as His son at the king’s inauguration.
• OT Israel was often under the threat of superpowers like Egypt, 

Assyria and Babylonia.
• These and other nations want to overthrow Israel’s king.
• They are in essence also rejecting the rule of God.
• But Psalm 2 reminds Israel, on the significant occasion of 

crowning a new king, that God will have the last laugh.
• The colluding nations will not have the last word.
• God will have the last word – a word of judgement.
• If people decide wisely (like the individual in Psalm 1), they will 

experience the blessedness of those who take refuge in Him.
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Psalm 2, a Messianic Psalm
• There is debate as to whether Psalm 2 can be considered 

Messianic.
• Messianic means it speaks specifically of Jesus Christ.
• “If any psalm can rightly be regarded as messianic, it is Psalm 2.” 

(James Montgomery Boice).
• Psalm 2 is one of the psalms most quoted in the NT. 
• It is quoted in situations in which rulers are hostile toward God’s 

Anointed (His Messiah) – Jesus Christ.
• Example: Verses 1-2 were quoted in a thanksgiving prayer by the 

early church after the release of Peter and John by the Sanhedrin 
(Acts 4:24-27).

• Herod and Pontius Pilate, etc (like the rebel kings in Psalm 2:1-2) 
are the ones conspiring against Jesus, God’s Anointed. 

• Psalm 2 reminded the church that there is no cause for despair; 
they should continue to speak the word of God with boldness. 7



Psalm 2, a Messianic Psalm
• The author of Hebrews applied verse 7 to Jesus twice, saying:

1) “For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I 
have become your Father’?” (Heb. 1:5).

2) “So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a 
high priest. But God said to him, ‘You are my Son; today I have 
become your Father.’” (Heb. 5:5).

• Psalm 2 is frequently referred to in Revelation:

• Messianic Psalms include Psalms 22, 45, 72, 110.
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o “He will rule them with an iron sceptre; … “ (Rev. 
2:27);

o “She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule 
all the nations with an iron sceptre” (Rev. 12:5).

o “Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which 
to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule them with 
an iron sceptre’” (Rev. 19:15).

Sceptre: symbol of 
power & authority



Psalms 1 & 2 as One Psalm
• There is evidence (in Jewish tradition) that Psalm 2 was at one 

time joined to Psalm 1.
• Both psalms together were considered the first psalm – a joint 

introduction to the Book of Psalms. 
• There is reason to think this way.
• The “joined psalm” begins and ends with definitions of those who 

are blessed (1:1; 2:12). 
• This throws light on how Psalm 2 is to be interpreted.
• Psalm 1 introduces two ways – the way of the wicked and the way 

of the righteous.
• In Psalm 2, the way of the wicked escalates into a cosmic revolt of 

nations against God and His Anointed.
• God’s anger threatens destruction, but again as in Ps. 1, the call is 

for people to be wise in their choice.
• The promise is still that they should be blessed. 
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The Voice of Defiance (vv. 1-3)
• The outline of Psalm 2 is straightforward.
• The psalm divides into 4 nearly equal sections.
• Each section is uttered by a different speaker or 

speakers.
• In the first section, we have the voice of defiance.
• The speakers are rebellious rulers.  
• This is not just referring to some superpower of the 

day or the revolt of some neighbouring kings (eg., 
Philistines) against David, God’s anointed king.  

• This is the voice of defiance of a world in chaos, a 
world united in rejecting God. 

• Charles Spurgeon puts it this way: “We have, in these 
first three verses, a description of the hatred of 
human nature against the Christ of God.” 
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The Voice of Derision (vv. 4-6)
• In the second section (vv. 4-6), the speaker is God.
• What is God’s reaction to the arrogant words of human rulers?
• He laughs. 
• When God laughs, it is not funny.
• God’s laugh is a laugh of derision (of scorn & ridicule). 
• God scoffs at such foolishness (v. 4).
• Not just that, God has also taken action.
• “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill” (v. 6).
• Jesus Christ has been installed as King; His triumph is certain.
• The Roman emperor Julian ruled for two years, from 361-363.
• He was a most arrogant Roman emperor.
• It is said that he pointed his dagger to heaven, defying the Son of 

God, calling Jesus, “the Galilean”!
• At the end of his life, mortally wounded in battle, Julian said, 

“Thou has conquered, O Thou Galilean.” 11



The Voice of Declaration (vv. 7-9)
• Vv. 7-9 are the words of God’s anointed, the Lord Jesus Christ.
• You would recall that the words, “You are my Son” or “This is my 

beloved Son” were spoken of Jesus by God the Father at Jesus’ 
baptism (Luke 3:22) and at His transfiguration (Luke 9:35).

• Note the future tense in vv. 8-9.
• V. 8, “I will make the nations your inheritance...”
• V. 9, “You will rule them with an iron sceptre…”
• The LORD has decreed; He has determined) that Jesus will have 

universal dominion.
• Scholars see the harsh battle language of v. 9 as pointing to 

Christ’s final victory over evil, as shown by the three references in 
the book of Revelation (slide 7).

• Until then, it is our task to make the name of Jesus known among 
the nations so that every knee shall bow, … and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phil. 2:10-11).
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The Voice of Decision (vv. 10-12)
• In the fourth section (vv. 10-12) we have the voice 

of the narrator.
• It calls the rulers of the earth (those who are 

rebelling against God) to make a decision.
• Rebellious human beings are to:
o Be wise;
o Be warned;
o To serve the LORD with fear; … 
o Kiss the Son (pay homage to Him, in loving 

submission).
• The final verse affirms, “Blessed are all who take 

refuge in him.”
• We must pay attention to these words.
• The alternative is God’s punishment on all those 

who defy Him.
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1 Lord, how many are my foes!
How many rise up against me!

2 Many are saying of me,
‘God will not deliver him.’

3 But you, Lord, are a shield around me,
my glory, the One who lifts my head high.

4 I call out to the Lord,
and he answers me from his holy mountain.

5 I lie down and sleep;
I wake again, because the Lord sustains me.

6 I will not fear though tens of thousands
assail me on every side.

7 Arise, Lord!
Deliver me, my God!

Strike all my enemies on the jaw;
break the teeth of the wicked.

8 From the Lord comes deliverance.
May your blessing be on your people.

Psalm 3 (NIVUK)
(A psalm of David. When he 
fled from his son Absalom.)



Psalm 3: New Day Dawning
• After the double introduction in Psalms 1 & 2, we have the voice 

of prayer in Psalm 3.
• This is the voice of someone who takes refuge in God (2:12).
• Psalm 3 describes a person who is in great danger as a new day 

dawns.
• The introductory title gives us the historical setting of this Psalm.
• The setting is the rebellion against King David by his favourite son 

Absalom (2 Samuel 15-19).
• But this Psalm can apply to anyone.
• The petitioner is simply a believer in the LORD, who is facing a 

threatening situation.
• Threats can keep us awake.
• But I can lie down and sleep; I will wake again, because the LORD

sustains me (v. 5).
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Psalm 3: New Day Dawning
• The real threat is in the words (of the scoffers), “God will not 

deliver him” (v. 2b).
• The real danger in any threatening situation is to have our trust in 

God undermined.
• But the psalmist chooses to believe in God.
• He affirms, “Lord, you are my protector (v. 3a), the source of my 

dignity (v. 3b), and you answer prayers (v. 4).
• He expresses that trust in restful sleep (v. 5) and absence of fear 

in the midst of trouble (v. 6).
• He continues to seek the LORD’s response and saving help (v. 7a), 

and trusts the LORD to disempower (break the teeth of) his 
enemies (v. 7b).

• He concludes by refuting the scoffers of v. 2b.
• He proclaims, “From the LORD comes deliverance” (v. 8a). 
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Praying Psalms 2 & 3
• O LORD, in the midst of my troubles: 

_____________________________________, 
I choose to listen to your voice.

• “Blessed are all who take refuge in You.”
• Some people are saying, “I don’t see how God 

can deliver you. Your situation is hopeless.”
• But I choose to trust in You.
• You are my protector, the source of my well-

being and you answer prayers.
• I pray that: 

_____________________________.
• I will keep trusting You and looking to You for 

answers.
• Because from the LORD comes deliverance.
• Amen 17






