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Psalm 8 (ESV)
To the choirmaster: according to the gittith

A psalm of David.

1 O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory 

above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants,

you have established strength because of your foes,
to still the enemy and the avenger.

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,

4 what is man that you are mindful of him,
and the son of man that you care for him?

5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly 
beings and crowned him with glory and honour.
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6 You have given him dominion over the works of your 
hands;

you have put all things under his feet,
7 all sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,

whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

9 O LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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Psalm 8: A Hymn of Praise
• Psalm 8 is the first hymn of praise in the Book of Psalms.
• After the sequence of prayers for God’s deliverance (from Psalm 3 

to Psalm 7), we have a Psalm about God to whom prayers are 
made.

• Who is this God? 
• And what is our relationship to Him?
• Philosophers and scientists have tried to solve                               

the “what is man?” question.
• Psalm 8 is significant in the way it answers the question, “what is 

man … ?” (vs. 4).
• Interestingly, the answer to the question is a series of statements 

about what the LORD does. 
• From first to last this is a hymn of praise to God and the 

sovereignty of God.
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The Frame of the Psalm (verses 1a & 9)
• Psalm 8 begins and ends with an exclamation of adoration.
• “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”
• Hebrew: “Yahweh, our Adonai” ( ֵֹנדֲא הָ֤וְהי ּוני֗ ), or “O Jehovah our 

Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth.”
• Was this David’s exclamation when as a shepherd boy he 

marvelled at the night sky above the hills of Bethlehem?
• Or perhaps this Psalm (a mix of awe and joy) came to David after 

he survived Absalom’s rebellion and he pondered again the 
privilege of being God’s agent in caring for God’s creation.

• Note: The name of God stands for who He is and what He has 
done – His character and His deeds.  
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The Theme & Structure of Psalm 8
• Going by the number of verses we could conclude that the theme 

is about man and his place in creation (vv. 3-8: 6 out of 9 verses).
• But the psalm does not begin by talking about man.
• And it also does not conclude with a statement about man.
• The privileges given to man (vv. 3-8) are bounded (enclosed) by 

praises to God (vv. 1a & 9).
• Man’s dominion (power and authority) as the agent of God must 

be exercised within doxology (the praise of God).    
• In all that we do, our responsibility is to praise God.
• That is the highest privilege that God has given us (humans) – to 

be able in word and action to bring praise to God.
• The Structure:
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vv. 1-2 Celebrating the majesty of God

vv. 3-4 Acknowledging the insignificance of man

vv. 5-8 Astonishment at the significance of man

v. 9 (a refrain) Celebrating the majesty of God



What is Man?
• The theme of Psalm 8 is the greatness of God and the place of man 

within God’s universe.
• The first thing that is asserted about man is his insignificance in 

God’s vast creation.
• Have you ever gazed at the stars in the sky and felt very small?
• We are a tiny speck in God’s vast universe.
• Yet He thinks of us and cares for us!
• We are significant to Him.
• Moreover, He has “crowned human beings with glory and honour”.
• Meaning: man is made in God’s image, reflecting God’s glory in a 

way that other parts of creation do not.
• Man’s significance is also seen in his God-delegated role as “ruler” 

over the world and its creatures.
• Note: It is our privilege to rule, not ruin God’s creation.
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What is Man?
• Verse 5 describes man as “a little lower than the heavenly 

beings”.
• What if it describes man as “a little higher than the beasts”?
• Is there a difference? What is the difference?
• Mankind has been given a position a little lower than angels.
• Our privilege is to look upward to the angels and beyond the 

angels to God in whose image we have been made.
• The result of looking to God is to become more like Him.
• Put God aside and we will descend to the level of beasts.
• Example: King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:30-32).
• Look to the example of Jesus.
• Jesus “was made a little lower than the angels” (in order to die 

for us) (Heb. 2:6-8). 
• “He became obedient to death – even death on a cross. Therefore 

God exalted Him to the highest place …” (Phil. 2:8-11). 9
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1 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

2 Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.

3 There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.

4 Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.

In them he has set a tent for the sun,
5     which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his 

chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
6  Its rising is from the end of the heavens,

and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

7 The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;

the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple;

Psalm 19 (ESV)
To the choirmaster. A psalm 

of David.
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8 the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;

9 the fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring forever;

the rules of the LORD are true,
and righteous altogether.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.

12 Who can discern his errors?
Declare me innocent from hidden faults.

13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me!

Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight,

O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.



Psalm 19: The Self-Revelation of God
• Psalm 19 is one of the most memorable psalms.
• In his book, Reflections on the Psalms, C. S. Lewis (Oxford 

Professor of literature) called Psalm 19 “the greatest poem in the 
Psalter and one of the greatest lyrics in the world”.

• The psalm has been adapted into hymns – no less than 7 hymns.
• Why? Because it contains profound teachings about how we can 

know God.
• Psalm 19 provides the clearest summary of the doctrine of 

revelation to be found in the OT.
• In this Psalm, we hear two voices of revelation:

o General revelation (vv. 1-6);
o Special revelation (vv. 7-10).

• In the final section (vv. 11-14), we hear the voice of response to 
God’s revelation. 
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Voice 1: General Revelation (vv. 1-6)
• Of the countless voices of creation, the psalmist tunes in to those 

of the heavens, particularly the sun.
• What are the heavens telling us?
• Not how to predict the future using horoscopes.
• Nature, especially the heavens declare the glory of God.
• Nature tells us that there is a Creator (v. 1).
• God’s general revelation to all mankind is 1) continuous (day after 

day … ); 2) plentiful (pours out speech);  and 3) universal (into the 
ends of the world).

• Human beings cannot plead ignorance of God because God has 
not “left Himself without testimony” (Acts 14:17; cf. Rom. 1:20).

• The sun is a particular example, emerging from the tent (of 
darkness) every dawn and striding across the sky.

• This is God’s handiwork, and nothing is hidden from its heat.
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Voice 2: Special Revelation (vv. 7-10) 
• After the voice of the heavens (vv. 1-6), we have the voice of the 

law (vv. 7-9). 
• The subject changes from God’s general revelation through 

creation, to His special revelation through torah, “the law”, which 
refers to God’s instruction in His Word.

• The heavens declare His glory; the torah reveals His will.
• This is expressed in six Hebrew parallelisms (vv. 7-9):
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What It Is Its Quality What It Does

Law Perfect Reviving (renewing) the soul

Testimony (firm principles) Sure (reliable) Making wise the simple

Precepts (rules for living) Right (fair) Rejoicing the heart

Commands Pure (unmixed with evil) Enlightening the eyes

Fear (Respect of the LORD) Clean Enduring forever

Rules True (trustworthy) They are righteous altogether



Voice 2: Special Revelation (vv. 7-10)
• God’s law is able to revive the soul, make wise, give light, etc.
• God’s law has health-giving qualities (compare Psalm 1: “he is like 

a tree planted by streams of water.. ).
• Because of this, what should be our attitude toward God’s law? 
• It should be one of delight.
• God’s instructions are more desirable than the best of riches, and 

more enjoyable than the finest food (v. 10).
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One Theme (vv. 1-6 & vv. 7-10)
• Vv. 7-10 are an abrupt change from vv. 1-6.
• Is Psalm 19 made up of two different psalms?
• “The transition, though abrupt, is not arbitrary.” (J. Stott)
• The heavens and the law both make God known.
• C S Lewis also sees a link in the reference to the “heat of the sun”.
• “The searching and cleansing sun becomes an image of the 

searching and cleansing law.”
• There is yet another pointer to the psalm’s unity.
• In the first part God is referred to in Hebrew as El ( לֵ֑א )(v. 1), the God 

of creation.

• In the second part, He is the LORD Yahweh ( הָ֣והְ◌י ) (used 7x in the 
2nd half) – the God who revealed Himself through His law to His 
covenant people.

• Only through His Word (His special revelation) can we know Him as 
LORD and Redeemer, and not just as creator. 16



Voice 3: The Response (vv. 11-14)
• We now hear the third voice – the voice of the Psalmist.
• The Psalmist has heard the first two voices correctly.
• He responds by heeding the warning in God’s law and he affirms

that keeping God’s law brings great reward (v. 11).
• He prays for cleansing from hidden faults (v. 12) and for deliverance 

from deliberate wrongdoing (v. 13).
• He aspires to be blameless (v. 13) – particularly in his speech (v. 14).
• Note that the “speech” motif (idea) runs through the whole psalm.
• He depends on the LORD – his Rock (‘strength”) and Redeemer to 

enable him to live a life pleasing to Him (Titus 2:14).
• That too should be our response as we conclude Psalm 19.
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