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Psalms of Confidence
• Read Psalm 27.
• Does the opening of Psalm 27 remind you of the opening of 

Psalm 23?
• Psalm 23:1 declares “The LORD is my shepherd,                                  

I shall not be in want.”
• Psalm 27:1 declares “The LORD is my light                                       

and my salvation— whom shall I fear?                                             
The LORD is the stronghold of my life—
of whom shall I be afraid? 

• Both use striking metaphors (shepherd, light, salvation, 
stronghold) to express trust in God’s goodness and power.

• This is one of the characteristics of Psalms of Confidence.
• In this type of psalms, the psalmist asserts his confidence in God 

though enemies or other threats are present (23:5; 27:1, 13).
• Psalms of Confidence: 11; 16; 23; 27; 62; 91; 121; 125.
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Psalm 27: The Two Parts 
• The two main parts of the psalm are:

o Part 1: verses __________________
o Part 2: verses __________________

• Is Psalm 27 a psalm of confidence?
• Notice the differences in the two parts:

• But there are also similarities in the two parts:
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Part 1 Part 2

Mood is one of confident trust Mood is one of distress, praying for help

God is referred to in the 3rd person God is addressed directly

Part 1 Part 2

There are enemies (vv. 2-3) Enemies throughout, esp. vv. 11-12

Desire to dwell in God’s house, … to 
gaze upon His beauty (v. 4) 

Determination to seek God’s face (v. 8)



Psalm 27: A Chiastic Structure
• The two key words of Psalm 27 are confident (vv. 3, 13) and seek

(vv. 4a, 8).
• The themes of the psalm develop around the words, in a chiastic 

pattern as follows:
(A) Confidence (vv. 1-3) 

(B)  Seeking: focussed on God (vv. 4-6)
(B’) Seeking: in the midst of trouble (vv. 7-12)

(A’) Confidence (vv. 13-14)
• There are two apparently opposing moods in this psalm.
• Confident affirmation giving way to anxious supplication.
• The mood swings from trusting to fearful, and from fearful to 

trusting  – isn’t that also our experience in a threatening situation?
• We can take comfort that this was also true of David and learn 

from his testimony in Psalm 27.
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Confidence (vv. 1-3)
• If David is the author, the situation described is likely his pursuit 

by Saul or perhaps his flight from Absalom.
• David learnt through tough experiences to affirm that God is:
My Light 
• God is often associated with light (Ps. 104:2;                                       

2 Sam. 22:29; Ps. 36:9; 1 Tim. 6:16).
• E.g., Ps. 104:2, “He wraps himself in light as with a garment.”
• But Ps 27:1 is the only OT text in which God is actually called light.
• In the NT, Jesus is called light (Jn. 1:5,9) and He claims to be the 

light of the world (Jn. 8:12).  
• What did God is my light mean when David was facing enemies?
• Light suggests illumination, joy, life, hope, …
• David is affirming that even in the darkness of facing his enemies, 

he has no fear because God is the light that chases away his fears.
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Confidence (vv. 1-3)
My salvation
• The Hebrew word for salvation ( הָעּוְׁשי yeshua) means deliverance.
The stronghold of my Life
• This is a military image – a fortress that is invincible.
• The threats we face can be of two types:

o sudden – sudden arrival of the enemy (v. 2) or
o settled – a siege that can last for years (v. 3).

• Which of these two threats is more difficult to deal with?
• In either case, David defiantly asks, “whom shall I fear? ... of whom 

shall I be afraid?” (v. 1).
• What is the answer to his question? ________________________.
• Compare Romans 8:35-39.
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Seeking: Focussed on God (vv. 4-6)
• The psalmist wants one thing above everything else. 
• He has only one pursuit.
• “One thing I do,” says Paul (Phil. 3:13-14).
• “You lack one thing,” says Jesus to a rich man (Mark 10:21).
• “Only one thing is needed,” says Jesus to Martha (Luke 10:41-42).
• There are moments when you just have to focus – to stand back 

and ask, “what is my priority?”
• The psalmist is in a threatening situation but his focus is not on 

his circumstances.
• The one thing he seeks is “to dwell in the house of the LORD … ” 

(v. 4).
• This does not mean he wants to live in the tabernacle.
• It means that he seeks the LORD’s presence, as his top priority.
• The LORD’s presence speaks of His protection and fellowship.
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Seeking: Focussed on God (vv. 4-6)
• The LORD’s presence is the reorienting factor – the new 

orientation we need when we are overwhelmed in a crisis. 
• In a crisis, there are many conflicting voices, many decisions to be 

made.
• What to do? Who to turn to?
• The psalmist focusses on the LORD.

• Only the LORD’s presence can make him utterly safe and this will 
lead to sacrifice and praise (vv. 5-6). 
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• The beauty of the LORD (v. 4) refers to the 
beautiful things God has in store and 
intends to do.

• It is the “goodness of the LORD” referred 
to in v. 13. 

• Meditate on this in a crisis.



Seeking: In the Midst of Trouble (vv. 7-12)
• In the two parts of Psalm 27, we see the alternating rhythm of 

praise and prayer.
• The confidence of vv. 1-6 does not eliminate trouble from life.
• We seek God’s presence but sometimes our troubles remain.
• Nothing changes. So what do we do?
• Again, we turn to God. 
• We pray to Him.
• The psalmist pleads in vv. 7-12:

o Hear, be merciful, answer (v. 7);
o Do not hide your face, do not turn me away, do not reject me 

(v. 9);
o Teach, lead, do not turn me over to my foes (vv. 11-12).
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Seeking: In the Midst of Trouble (vv. 7-12)
• These petitions are interspersed with reasons for the petition:

o Must seek the face of God (v. 8) (i.e., appeal for God’s favour) 
in times of trouble. This is a principle in Israel’s religion (2 
Sam. 21:1; Hosea 5:15).

o God has been my helper in the past (v. 9); 
o God is more reliable and responsive than parents (v. 10);
o Enemies are near (v. 12).

• The psalmist continues to maintain his confidence in God.
• He is stressed by his troubles but his confidence in God has not 

fallen apart. 
• He seeks God and maintains his trust in God.
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Confidence (vv. 13-14)
• The last two lines (vv. 13-14) are a return to deep trust.
• It is a trust in a God whose goodness is to be experienced here, 

here on earth (v. 13).
• The psalmist is so confident that he urges others to wait for the 

LORD (v. 14), i.e., trust patiently in Him.
• Be strong and take heart. Do not faint.
• These would be empty words if not preceded and followed by 

wait for the LORD.
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Praying Psalm 27: A Prayer of Confidence
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• O LORD, thank you for being my light, my salvation, and my 
_____________ .

• Though I am in this threatening situation______________ 
I affirm that You are the strength of my life; of whom shall I 
be afraid?

• I desire to constantly seek You and find peace and comfort 
in your presence.

• Teach me your way and lead me to walk in                         
the path of righteousness.

• When your answer does not come, forgive me for thinking 
that You are not in control. 

• Instead, help me to wait for you, to trust patiently in you.
• I am confident that I will see your goodness in my life. 
• I pray this in Jesus’ Name, Amen.






