
Phillips Brooks wrote the words to 
O Little Town of Bethlehem in 1868 
following a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. He was inspired by the view of 
Bethlehem from the hills of Palestine 
especially at night time. His church 
organist Lewis Redner wrote the 
music to that well-loved carol for 
their Sunday school children’s choir:
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Yet in Thy dark streets shineth

The Everlasting Light

The hopes and fears of all the years

Are met in Thee tonight
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All of us cherish hopes and dreams as well as harbor fears in our hearts. 

We cannot live without hope. 
Our spirits were made for hope the way our hearts were made to love, and our 
brains were made to think, and our hands were made to make or do things. 
Our hearts are drawn to hope as a bird is drawn to the sky. 
If you keep hoping, you will keep living. 
Stop hoping, and you die. At least on the inside.

Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 27 years by a racist regime in South Africa. 
But his spirit was kept alive by hope. As the day of his freedom drew close, his 
only daughter was allowed to come and see him. When she came she carried 
with her the grandchild Mandela had never seen. She had waited to name 
the child until her grandfather could give her a name. Mandela wrote in his 
memoirs, “I don’t think a man was ever happier to hold a baby than I was that 
day.” Mandela named her Zaziwe, an African word for hope. Mandela explained, 
“During my years in prison hope never left me – and now it never would.”

In a landmark book, Man’s Search for Meaning, Viktor Frankl tells about Jews 
in the Second World War who kept hoping for the day they would be released 
from their concentration camps when it was obvious they would die right there. 
They kept waiting because they kept hoping. The guards were drumming into 
their heads every hour that they were pigs, vermin, and scum of the earth. But 
as long as they remembered they were children of God, they had hope. And as 
they hoped, they waited for release.

Those who hoped walked erect. They talked lively talk together. They made 
music. They kept up their humane civilities with one another to show that 
their doomed lives had more purpose than the lives of the guards who would 
murder them. Hope made the difference. You hope, you live.
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We hope because we can imagine a future we desire. But we cannot control 
that future. So, the best we can do is to hope.

What are some of your hopes today?

   •   That the economy will rebound next year? 
   •   That you will be able to keep your job, or find a new one? 
   •   That you will be healed of the deep wound in your spirit, or an ailment in  
       your body? 
   •   That your children will turn out well, and do you proud?

We hope because we desire to be fulfilled. 
This Christmas, may your hopes be met in Christ. Not that all your expectations 
may turn out exactly as you imagine, but your deepest longings will be met, 
your soul will be fulfilled, and your mind can find sense even when everything 
in life goes wrong.

God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine. Above all, 
He is able to keep His promises. He has promised His presence when we are 
forsaken, His strength when we are weak, His guidance when we are lost. When 
our hopes are met in Him we will be secure, stable and confident.  
Our hopes…for all the years… May they be met in Christ this Christmas.

The flip side of hope is fear. 
Because we have no power to bring to reality all our deepest hopes and 
desires, we harbor fears that things may go wrong. When something tragic 
happens to us, we say that our worst fears are realized. Sometimes these fears 
overwhelm us, and we are paralyzed.
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What are your fears today? What are you anxious about?

   •   Losing your job? 
   •   How to fulfil your financial obligations? 
   •   Your health? An impending medical procedure or a fear of disease? 
   •   Personal failure with serious consequences?

May I invite you to let your fears meet the Christ of Christmas. He understands 
and empathizes with you. We are reminded that: We do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses…Let us then approach the 
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help us in our time of need.

Sweeping across Germany at the end of WWII, Allied Forces searched farms 
and houses looking for snipers. In the basement of an abandoned house 
searchers found on the crumbling wall a scratched Star of David and beneath 
it, in rough lettering:

I believe in the sun - even when it does not shine; 
I believe in love - even when it is not shown; 

I believe in God - even when he does not speak.

God may seem hidden from us, but He is Immanuel. Our hopes and fears are 
met in Him. 

No ear may hear his coming 
But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will receive him still 
The dear Christ enters in
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MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

The November 13 Peter’s Ponderings webinar opened up with Eagles 
Founder Peter Chao reflecting on “Leading With Integrity” in a prerecorded 
video where he expounded on the contours of integrity. 

Speaking to 50 participants online from all over Asia, Eagles Founder Peter 
Chao shared his thoughts on integrity as a vital principle in leadership. 

Small group discussions among the participants followed the reflection. 
Here is what some of them had to say when asked, “Which aspect of Integrity 
resonates most with you? Why?”

Dyreen Cabahug from Cebu, The Philippines shared about integrity as humility.

“Leaders are servants… When you are humble, you have a listening heart and 
that is what it takes to serve the people placed in your care.”

Singaporean Seah Guek Eng looks up to leaders who are authentic.

“I follow leaders who are unafraid to show their shortcomings and 
inadequacies. When leaders are honest, they tend to be more authentic. That 
authenticity inspires others to be authentic as well”

Peter Chao concluded the session with a reflection on Carl Jung and authenticity. 

EAGLES VANTAGEPOINT DEC 2022



WWW.EAGLES.ORG.SGWWW.EAGLES.ORG.SGEAGLES VANTAGEPOINT DEC 2022

“Carl Jung tells us we have two selves - personal and public… How do we align 
our personal selves with our public selves? 

“All of us in leadership understand there is a tension between private truth 
and public truth. We cannot do a striptease in front of everybody or we 
become an obscene laughing stock. Neither should we be secretive to the 
point of inciting distrust.

“When we talk about integrity, everything must come together in your person 
so we are one composite whole. Yet, we need the time and wisdom to discern 
what should be shared or withheld.

“Wisdom makes the difference.”

On November 15, the Eagles Center welcomed back more than 100 people for 
the Eagles Gala Concert 2022.

Scan to watch Peter’s Ponderings 
“Leading with Integrity”



Titled the “The Grace Of Gratitude”, the night started off with a sumptuous 
dinner - courtesy of our younger Eagles staff.

The Gala Concert featured our singing team of three decades The Crosswinds 
and fresh faces Tracy Wu and Paulette Liang as they led us into a time of 
worship and testimony. 

Eagles Founder Peter Chao concluded the night with his message. In his final 
remarks, he shared about gratitude being a response to God’s mercy. 

“Gratitude is a response to God’s mercy and thanksgiving is an act of humility,” 
said Peter.

“Mercy is not getting what we deserve while grace is getting what we do not 
deserve - we all stand in need of His mercy and grace. 

“The grace of gratitude - love so amazing and divine - it demands my soul, my 
life and my everything. May we each be marked by it!”

Scan to watch Peter’s message 
“The Grace Of Gratitude”
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The start of World War I.  
The Great Depression of 1929.  
The 1941 Japan bombing of Pearl Harbor.  
The rise and spread of the internet.  
The 2008 Lehman Brothers financial crisis.

How do we prepare for the unexpected and unpredictable? 

For Mr Lawrence Leong, Deputy CEO of Mandai Wildlife Group, he is 
no stranger to black swan events. He served as Brigadier General in the 
Singaporean army and coordinated the inaugural F1 Night Race in Singapore. 

Speaking to 17 participants from Singapore, Malaysia and the Philippines, 
Mr Leong shared key handles in navigating black swan events at the recent 
NEXTimeOut webinar held online on November 24, 2022. 

“It is almost impossible to anticipate the next black swan event,” said Mr Leong.

“Our assumptions and the assumptions of our experts might be incomplete 
and flawed. Perhaps, our forecasting models and enterprise risk management 
are outdated too.”

Mr Leong presented five points to consider for organizational agility before 
summing up about the spirit an organization requires:
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   •   Map out the full range of an organization’s vulnerabilities  
   •   Regularly review worst case scenarios  
   •   Take decisive action even if faced with incomplete data 
   •   Organize management into separate teams 
   •   Stay united and persevering in face of adversity

“The spirit of the organization - a united organization with a high degree of 
perseverance in the face of adversity or uncertainty - to build resilience is key.”

UP NEXT

The Bible is a collection of narratives, prose and poetry - a biography of its 
grandest subject Jesus Christ.

But as it reveals the Son of God to man, it also relates the stories of the lives of 
many other people.

Our brains are wired for stories. 
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Stories engage our minds and move our hearts - we jump out of exuberant joy 
or drown in oceans of tears at the turn of every page.

Jerome Bruner, a cognitive psychologist, suggests that facts, when wrapped in 
a story, are 22 times more memorable.

Come January 7, 2023, 3.30pm, join us at Eagles Center for “Blessed To Be 
A Blessing” as Ms Seah Jiak Choo takes us on a journey through the book of 
Genesis.

Ms Seah Jiak Choo was the Director General of Education from 2004 to 2009. 
During her tenure, she led the transformation of lower primary education with 
an emphasis on the learning experience.

Register here for a seat at our live event.

The study will begin at 4pm after a time of light refreshments and fellowship.
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